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FAMILY Tour of Yorkshire, Scotland  

& Northumbria  

 
This tour has been designed for families with older children and the activities can be substituted with 
alternatives for younger children. The tour starts and ends in London, so that either a pre or post tour of London 
can be added to the itinerary.  Highlights of the tour include Harry Potter locations, activities to keep the 
children entertained and an overnight stay in Castle.   
 
Day One  
Depart London for the journey to the Medieval City of York, stopping en-route for an independent lunch.  On 
arrival drop off your luggage at your accommodation, before taking the walk for  a visit to York Dungeon, which 
brings more than 2,000 years of gruesomely authentic history vividly back to life and death.  There will be time 
for an independent dinner before meeting your guide at the Kings Arms Pub, the famous pub that floods for a 
Ghost Walk of this haunted City.  Return to your accommodation for overnight.   
 
Day Two  
Depart for the drive through the picturesque Yorkshire Dales National Park, a place of natural beauty, diversity 
and grandeur and the route will take you through Leyburn, an attractive market town with superb views over 
Wensleydale, before taking the journey to Aysgarth Falls, near the village of Aysgarth where the River Ure 
tumbles over a series of broad limestone steps and although not particularly high, the waterfalls are one of 
Wensleydale's most famous beauty spots (having been featured in the Kevin Costner film Robin Hood - Prince of 
Thieves).  On then to Askrigg in the heart of Wensleydale, the unassuming little hamlet which fell into the 
worldwide media spotlight when it became the location for filming All Creatures Great and Small, in the TV 
series inspired by the stories of Yorkshire vet James Herriot. Continue to the thriving market town of Hawes, 
home to Wensleydale Cheese and the name, Hawes, means a 'pass between mountains'.  Continue to the Lake 
District for overnight.  
 
Day Three 
After breakfast, take a cruise on Lake Windermere and then continue to Inverarary, taking the picturesque 
route along Loch Lomond, and what makes it so special is its natural beauty, the diversity of its landscapes and 
its wildlife, the contrast between highland and lowland, and the way the loch pulls all these elements 
together.   On then a visit to Inveraray Castle, home to the Duke and Duchess of Argyll and the Duke is head of 
the Clan Campbell, and his family have lived in Inveraray since the early 15th century. Designed by Roger Morris 
and decorated by Robert Mylne, the fairytale exterior belies the grandeur of its gracious interior.  Overnight in 
the area.  
 
Day Four  
After a leisurely start, depart for the journey to Fort William, taking the route along Loch Awe, sometimes called 
“the Jewel of Argyll” and it is the centrepiece of the stunning countryside stretching from the North Argyll Glens, 
on the edge of Rannoch Moor, to the ancient Kingdom of Dalriada in the south.  On then for a visit to the 
Glencoe Valley, which owes its fame to two facts: firstly, the back-stabbing and traitorous massacre on Clan 
MacDonald of Glencoe in 1692, and it’s really outstanding natural beauty, which has made it a Scottish landmark 
all around the world.  Filming for the third Harry Potter film, Harry Potter and the Prisoner took place on location 
in Glencoe in May and June 2003 and in October 2007, for Harry Potter and The Half Blood Prince.   
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On arrival in Fort William there will be time to explore and take an independent lunch before the journey on 
“The Jacobite" steam train, star of the Harry Potter films, which follows the famous Road to the Isles, combining 
the romance of steam with beautiful scenery. From the foot of Ben Nevis, the line opened in 1901, and passes 
mountains, sea and inland lochs on the trip to Mallaig, as well as going over the famous Glenfinnan Viaduct.  The 
filming of the second and third Harry Potter books, 'Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets' and 'Harry Potter 
and the prisoner of Azkaban', took place in September 2001 and in 2003/4 with 'Hogwarts Express' calling at 
Glenfinnan. Pupils from Lochaber High School were dressed in wizard robes as pupils of Hogwarts Castle, the 
School for Wizards.   The train arrives into Mallaig and there will be time for an independent dinner before 
taking the return train to Fort William.  Check-in at your hotel in the area and this will be your base for the next 
3 nights. 
 
Day Five  
Collect your pre-ordered pack lunches from your accommodation and then depart in time for an instructor led 
Archery Session in the Ardverikie Estate, set in striking scenery with lochs, woods and mountains blending to 
produce some of the most spectacular landscape in Scotland and it has long been admired as a place of 
outstanding natural beauty.  It was featured in the film "Mrs Brown" a tale about Queen Victoria.  On then to 
meet your fishing guide and you will follow them into a private estate, to learn fly fishing. Return to your 
accommodation for overnight. 
 
Day Six  
Depart your hotel for the journey to the Nevis Range Mountain Gondola, Britain’s only mountain gondola on 
the Nevis Range, for an exhilarating trip up Aonach Mor (4006 feet), beside Ben Nevis, offering a scenic ride, 
whilst absorbing the stunning views.  This will be followed by a Family Bike Ride in the Leanachan Forest, 
situated on the lower slopes of Aonach Mor and it is becoming a mecca for riders of all abilities, offering some of 
Britain's best terrain, ranging from gentle family trails through to international standard race routes. There are 
over 25 miles of forest tracks to explore on bike, all with the stunning backdrop of Britain's highest mountain, 
Ben Nevis.  The 25 miles of alternative way-marked routes are there to be explored at any time of the year; all 
routes are graded from easy to expert. These form a mixture of rolling forest tracks, disused narrow gauge 
railway lines and purpose built technical single tracks.  This area arguably offers some of Britain's best cycling, 
whatever the weather!  Finally take a powerboat cruise along the beautiful Loch Ness, which is one of the best 
ways to enjoy some of the highlands' stunning scenery.  At 23 miles long, a mile wide and more than 750 feet 
deep, Loch Ness contains enough water to fill every lake, river and reservoir in England.  Return to your hotel for 
overnight.  
 
Day Seven  
Depart for the journey to Edinburgh, stopping along the way to visit Stirling Castle, which played an important 
role in the life of Mary Queens of Scots and she spent her childhood in the castle, and her Coronation took place 
in the Chapel Royal in 1543.  On arrival in Edinburgh check-in at your accommodation and this will be your base 
for the next 2 nights.     
 
Day Eight  
Take an Open Top Bus Tour of the City, which takes in the major sights.   During the tour, there will be an 
opportunity to hop on and hop off and visit the various attractions.  Overnight Edinburgh.  
 
Day Nine  
Depart Scotland for the drive to Chester-Le-Street, stopping along the way to visit Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
England's most dramatic walled town, standing right at the Northern-most tip of Northumberland. It has 
certainly attracted its fair share of famous admirers in the past. Lancastrian painter L.S. Lowry was a huge fan of 
the town and today there is a specially created Lowry Trail, for those who want to explore his favourite holiday 
resort named Berwick.     
 
 

http://www.steamtrain.info/
http://www.road-to-the-isles.org.uk/glenfinnan.html
http://www.visitnorthumberland.com/site/activities/lowry-trail-p398751
http://www.visitnorthumberland.com/site/regions-and-towns/berwick-coast-and-country
http://www.visitnorthumberland.com/site/regions-and-towns/berwick-coast-and-country
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This will be followed by a visit to Alnwick Castle, an iconic Harry Potter filming location where many exterior 
shots of Hogwarts were filmed for the first two Harry Potter movies and it’s instantly recognizable! You may feel 
as if you really are at Hogwarts! Built in the 12th century, it is the home of the Duke of Northumberland and one 
of the finest inhabited castles in the country.  The castle has been the home of the Percy family for over 700 
years and the Percy lion, the emblem of the Dukes of Northumberland stands proud on the battlements. Admire 
the sumptuous interiors of the State Rooms redesigned in Italian Renaissance style in the 18th century and tour 
the beautiful gardens laid out by Capability Brown.   There will be time to explore Alnwick, originally prospered 
as a medieval market town, and it still retains many of its cobbled streets, narrow alleys and fine stone buildings 
which now house a range of specialist shops.  Continue to Alnmouth, a beautiful coastal village in 
Northumberland on the north bank of the River Aln Estuary in the designated coast AONB (Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty). The picturesque village of Alnmouth was founded almost 1,000 years ago by William de Vesci, 
Lord of Alnwick, and developed quickly as a market community.  On then to check-in at Lumley Castle Hotel, 
standing proud for more than 600 years, the magnificent spectacle of the castle dominates the County Durham 
landscape.  Dinner is independent. 
 
Day Ten  
At your leisure take the drive back to London. 

http://www.visitnorthumberland.com/site/alnwick
http://www.visitnorthumberland.com/site/shopping
http://www.visitnorthumberland.com/site/attractions/northumberland-coast

